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Membership Update — July 2008
    Make Plans Now to Attend the VFGA 

Summer Forum and Social – Wednesday, July 30th 
Join us at Mark Landa’s Walthall Berry Farm* for an afternoon of informal discussion of current issues in the greenhouse industry followed by our annual summer social. Join us under Mark’s pavilion to discuss any issues of interest to you. In particular, all our costs are rising. Do you know how to estimate your costs? Get an update on the cost of doing business for Spring 2009.

Who: 
Everyone is invited (bring along a neighboring greenhouse operator).


Where:
Walthall Berry Farm*, 2022 Ruffin Mill Rd, Colonial Heights


When:
4:00 – 4:45 p.m. – Tour Boulevard Flower Garden 


4:45 – 5:30 p.m. – Open Forum and Social Time



5:30 – 7:30 p.m. – Dinner and Social
Sponsored by VFGA at no cost to participants. However, RSVP is requested for food arrangements. Please contact Maura at 540-231-6820 or mmwood@vt.edu no later than July 23, 2008. Come fellowship with other greenhouse growers and bring another grower along. 

We would like to express our appreciation to our industry sponsors of this event: Griffin Greenhouse & Nursery Supply, Maryland Plants & Supplies, and Wetsel.

*Walthall Berry Farm is located just 5 miles from the original Boulevard Flowers location in Colonial Heights. Take Exit 58 off I-95. Turn right on Ruffin Mill Road. Walthall Berry Farm is on your left about ¼ mile from the interstate just behind the new Boulevard Flower Garden. 
VFGA Summer Board Meeting – July 30, 2008
The VFGA will also hold its summer board meeting on Wednesday, July 30th in the education room at Boulevard Flower Garden. The meeting will convene at 10:30 am and run until finished or 3:30 pm. Board members should notify Maura if they will be unable to attend. All members are invited to attend.
VGIC’s Virginia Garden Festival – September 20, 2008
VFGA is seeking plant donations for the Virginia Garden Festival which is sponsored by VGIC at the Science Museum of VA in Richmond on September 20, 2008. VGIC is raising funds through a plant sale to fund their educational efforts. Any unsold plants will be donated to the State Fair of Virginia. If you can help, please contact Cary Gouldin at 804-782-1904.

Growing Places STORE SCHOOL™ at Virginia Tech
For the first time, Growing Places Marketing is partnering with Virginia Tech to offer a 5-day hands-on team workshop on consumer-based retailing for independent garden centers. Judy Sharpton will lead this comprehensive course that she has developed from her various presentations for industry groups over the last 10 years. The course will be held in Blacksburg. Pre-registration is required and is due no later than August 4, 2008. For more information, contact Joyce Latimer, 540-231-7906 or jlatime@vt.edu. 
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Serving Virginia’s Floriculture Industry!!





Mark Your Calendars Now for VFGA Events 





Summer Open Forum and Social: Wednesday, July 30, 2008, 


Walthall Berry Farm, Colonial Heights





Growing Places STORE SCHOOL™ at Virginia Tech: 


August 18-22, 2008, Virginia Tech Greenhouses





VGIC’s Virginia Garden Festival, September 20, 2008, 


Science Museum of Virginia, Richmond 





VFGA Fall Tour and Annual Meeting: October 22, 2008, 


Northern Neck/Middle Peninsula Area





VFGA Poinsettia Tour to NCSU: TBA late November 2008, Raleigh





For more information on industry events see the Events Calendar at http://www.floriculture.vt.edu/vfga








