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Hands-On Education for the Green Industry

In the horticulture industry, what is the benefit of obtaining a professional education? Monika Saxton, former Grounds Maintenance Supervisor for Richmond Goodwill Industries, Inc. (RGI) says “The teachers and program at, J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College (JSRCC), allowed me to take a life-long hobby and turn it into a career. The experienced staff made it possible for me to gain the knowledge and skills necessary for my chosen field.”

Saxton, similar to many horticulture professionals, has a varied educational experience. She was a student in a central Virginia program, taught a class, and partnered with her school to implement Goodwill’s Green Team, a program that nourishes more than plants. Through the collaborative effort of Richmond’s Department of Parks and Recreation, JSRCC, and RGI, Saxton and her colleagues established a horticulture vocational program for individuals with disabilities and social or economic disadvantage as well as the vocational needs of youth. 

Tony Avent, author of So You Want to Start a Nursery, also considers his horticulture training essential for success. Avent advises, “There are several educational options: two-year technical schools, four-year bachelor degree programs, Cooperative Extension training, and opportunities provided by professional trade organizations, botanic gardens or arboretums. While each opportunity has its positive and negative factor, in general, a four-year program is more scientific and theory based and a two-year program moves a student more quickly through training with ‘hands on’ experience. When identifying a program in your area, ask for recommendations from knowledgeable nursery owners. Then, whichever program you choose, also take courses in business, computers, communication, economics, and accounting. Often, over the long haul, these courses turn out to be more important for your career.”

For central Virginia, David Seward, Residential Sales Manager for James River Nurseries located in Ashland, recommends, “Industry is in strong support of JSRCC’s horticulture program. It is the only program in my area that provides college credit for horticulture courses. Most of our employees attend the program. JSRCC’s two-year program differs from local high school programs in that it focus on horticulture technology, which has more to do with the application of horticultural practices. Well-known experts in their field of teaching instruct the courses. A high school program relies on one instructor, who may or may not have varied horticulture experience. Presently, there is some effort to create dual enrollment, high school and JSRCC, which will enable a broader educational experience.”

Providing a depth of topic coverage and field trips to local industry is viewed by Seward as key factors for a program’s success. He considers JSRCC’s program an outstanding educational experience because Professor and Program Head, Dr. Leonard Morrow, brought to the department both academic credentials and real-world experience. Morrow is a Fellow of the Virginia Academy of Science, a member of local and national green industry associations, and frequent speaker for Green Industry groups. In his spare time, he operates a certified tree farm in Varina. Morrow holds a B.S. and M.S from the University of Richmond and a Ph.D. from Cornell University. Through his affiliation with the Green Industry, he continually recognizes and adjusts course offerings to meet the needs of the community. Presently, the JSRCC program offers a range of basic courses in irrigation, design, greenhouse production, botany, landscape drawing, plant materials and pest management. 

--- MORE---

Reacting to a demand by the industry, Morrow recently added credit courses in floral design and business communications. The communications course is unique to a horticulture program and taught by the Virginia Go Green Projects PR chairperson, Sylvia Wright. Another course that regularly meets its class size limit is commercial pesticide application, taught by PBS TV Virginia Home Grown host, Richard Nunnally. 

The Virginia Community College System offers an Associate of Applied Science in Horticulture Technology through Virginia Western CC in Roanoke, Lord Fairfax CC in Middleton, Northern Virginia CC in Sterling, and Tidewater CC in Chesapeake. Since the early 1980’s, JSRCC located its horticulture program on the campus at Goochland Courthouse. The program offers three tracks: Landscape Design, Plant Production, and Landscape and Turf Management. Another option is Individualized Studies which provides a custom fitted program. To learn more about JSRCC’s educational tracks, visit www.jsr.cc.va.us or contact Dr. Leonard Morrow at 804-662-6437. For the fall of 2005, classes begin August 22nd.

Peggy Singlemann, Manager of Horticulture for the Maymont Foundation, views the JSRCC program as more than an educational resource. Specifically, she credits Dr. Leonard Morrow as the founder of an informal networking group, Women in Horticulture. “We,” Singlemann says, “simply provide the place and Dr. Morrow notifies the group’s membership. Because he recognized a void in the Metropolitan community, for more than 10 years, we have informally met.”  

Are you interested in expanding or acquiring horticulture knowledge? Select a program that is recommend by knowledgeable nursery owners. Acquire training, share your knowledge as an instructor, and then, similar to Saxton and Singlemann, partner with a school to provide community outreach programs. Create an opportunity for varied educational experiences in your community.  

About the author – Sylvia Hoehns Wright, PR Chairperson for VA Go Green, teaches Communications for the Green Industry at JRSCC.
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The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org. 540-382-0943 FAX: 540-382-2716   
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