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Not just a Poinsettia for Christmas
While poinsettia is the popular choice of gift plant for Christmas, other exciting flowering plants might strike your fancy, according to Lin Diacont, President of the Virginia Green Industry Council.

Amaryllis gives beautiful flowers from their large bulb.  Look for an Amaryllis bulb that is at least 2 ½ to 3 inches in diameter.  The bulbs should be planted in a container that is about 2 inches bigger in diameter and the container should have drainage.  Plant the bulb in a potting mix.  Leave about 1/3 of the bulb exposed at the top of the soil.  Water thoroughly and be careful not to leave water in the nose of the bulb.  The plant should bloom within 6 – 8 weeks after planting.  Once the flower fades go ahead and cut that off.  When all the flowers have faded cut the entire stalk off.  Leave the leaves so that they will produce food for the bulb so that it will flower next year.  In late summer, gradually reduce watering.  Leaves will die down.  Cut the leaves off and store the bulb in it’s container for about 8 – 10 weeks.  Make sure the temperature is above 50 degrees.

Christmas cactus are another wonderful choice.  When the plants are flowering, keep in bright indirect light.  The temperature of your home is usually comfortable for the plant.

When the flowers have faded, you can continue to grow the plant as a house plant.  To get the plants to re-flower, you can put the outside in the shade during the summer.  Leave the plant out until temperatures reach below 45 degrees.  

Other plants to consider:

Norfolk Island Pine makes a wonderful indoor plant and a beautiful Christmas tree.  The plants should be kept near an eastern window.  They need medium to bright light but not direct sunlight.  Soil should be kept moderately moist and not be allowed to dry out.  Feed with houseplant fertilizer about every 3 – 4 months.  If you do choose to use the Norfolk Island Pine as a Christmas tree, remember to use light weight ornaments since the limbs can be bent with too much weight.

Rosemary that has been trimmed and shaped into Christmas tree topiary has become a popular gift plant.  There is also a Christmas legend associated with Rosemary.  Once the flowers were originally white, but the Virgin Mary laid her blue cloak upon the rosemary branches one day and the flowers became a soft clear blue color.  Rosemary also symbolizes remembrance.  To keep your Rosemary through the winter, keep the plant in a cool bright spot in the home. Make sure the temperature is between- 63-65 degrees.  As soon as the soil dries, water  and let the water drain through.  Do not let the plant stand in water.  Rosemary can be moved outside once the danger of frost in your area has passed.  

Cyclamen is another great choice.   They like cooler temperatures during the day. Keeping plants in the kitchen where the humidity is higher is very helpful to the plant.  Cyclamen also do not like to stand in water.  If they arrive wrapped in foil, make sure to take the plant out when watering to let it drain.  Cyclamen like to stay moist but not wet.  The plants themselves will not tolerate drying out totally.

Paperwhite Narcissus is a gloriously fragrant gift also.  Usually you will find them in a kit, with either stones or potting soil.   In the soil pot them as you would an amaryllis with one third of the bulb nose still above the soil line.  To pot them on the stones, just place the stones in a decorative container so that they are at least one inch high.  Place the bulbs on top of the stones.  Add water to just touch the bottom of the bulb.  These bulbs have been pre-cooled so bud should form quickly.

Enjoy the holidays with a wide range of colorful plants!

Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com  

The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org. 540-382-0943 FAX: 540-382-2716   

      E-mail:info@virginiagreen.org

Virginia Green Industry Council
383 Coal Hollow Rd
Christiansburg, VA  24073-6721

