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2006 All America Rose Selections

‘Each year the AARS (All America Rose Selections) chooses roses of exceptional quality,’ says Lin Diacont, President of the Virginia Green Industry Council.   These roses are tested in 20 official test gardens located nationwide.  They are tested for a period of two years.  These roses are given the same care as they would received in a home garden. 

Testers are looking for these qualities: vigor, fragrance, disease resistance, foliage, flower production, growth habit, bud and flower form, opening and finishing color, stem, and overall value.

This year the following winners are:

Tahitian Sunset – This is a Hybrid Tea rose that opens to an apricot bud that turns more pink as the petals unfold.  The bases of the petals are yellow. The flower is large with an anise fragrance.  This rose can grow to 5 feet.  The rose also has good disease resistance.

Wild Blue Yonder – This rose is a Grandiflora. The bloom is lavender to wine purple.  This plant has a sweet citrus fragrance.  This is a shrubby type plant that has excellent disease resistance.

Julia Child – This rose is a Floribunda.  The bloom is old fashioned style butter gold and free flowering.  The bloom has a sweet licorice fragrance.  This rose was also personally selected by Julia Child to have her name.  The plant grows to medium height with a round bushy habit.

Rainbow Sorbet – This rose is also a Floribunda.  The bloom is mixed shades of yellow orange and red.  The plant is winter hardy and very good disease resistance especially black spot.  The plant can grow up to 5 feet.
Information for this article was obtained from the All America Rose Selections organization.  Pictures for these roses can be found on the www.virginiagardening .com website.
Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com  

The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org. 540-382-0943 FAX: 540-382-2716   
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