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DREAMING OF A GREAT WATER GARDEN IS STEP ONE
If you could have paradise in your own backyard, what would it look like?  ‘It may sound funny to associate visions of paradise with your backyard, but for most pond owners, that’s exactly what having a water garden is all about, a little piece of paradise that they can visit anytime they want’, says Lin Diacont, President of the Virginia Green Industry Council.  

Water garden designer Ed Beaulieu understands ponds and pond owners.  “People get passionate about their ponds,” says Beaulieu, head designer at Aquascape Designs, Inc., the Batavia, IL pond equipment manufacturer that pioneered the concept of naturally-balanced ecosystem water gardening.  “So I always try hard to make sure people get the pond they want the first time.  A water garden is more than just pumps and skimmers and waterfalls.  It’s about personal vision.”


Following are some of the questions Beaulieu suggests prospective pond owners consider when planning a backyard water garden.


 What about water gardening appeals to you?  Is it the plants, fish, frogs, turtles, birds, the sound of water, or the overall landscaping look?   Whatever it is, build your dream pond with those elements as focal points.  What might you imagine your perfect water garden to be?  A burbling mountain stream?  An oriental fish pond?  A cool spring in the woods?  Whatever your dream, you’ll want to recreate it on a scale that fits your home and your budget. 


Practically speaking, where do you spend most of your time when you’re at home?  Will you spend more time outside or inside?  Plan with that in mind.  If you like more wildlife and water plants, you could add a bog filter which creates a mini-wetland area conducive to water plants, birds and critters.  If you long to sit beside a cool, burbling mountain brook, decide what accents would make it as natural and true to nature as you can imagine. 


If you are not the outdoorsy type, but would enjoy watching your waterfall from a favorite nook inside your house, plan to position the waterfall accordingly.  Just remember, if you can dream it, you can probably find a way to accomplish it.

Get to Know Your Likes & Dislikes


Now is the time to discover what you like and don’t like in water garden design.  Check out home and garden magazines.  Go on a local pond tour to see how different homeowners have interpreted various design ideas and styles.  These are good ways to get a feel for the range of possible water garden styles.  Some styles you’ll love, others won’t strike your fancy and that’s part of the discovery process. 


If visiting the backyard paradises of others isn’t possible, water gardening books offer a viable alternative as an idea resource.  And, don’t be limited to just water gardening or landscaping books either!  Explore nature photography collections of every sort. 


Next, the way to make your pond look as natural as possible is to “soak up” the real thing.  “I think the best designer is Mother Nature,” says Beaulieu.  “When I travel, I always make it a point to visit nearby parks where I can see natural ponds, streams and waterfalls.  This gives me a better sense of the region and is a source of design inspiration.”

Go Indigenous or Exotic, You Decide! 


Many people prefer an indigenous approach to their water world paradise.  They stick to the flora and fauna native to their area.  Others prefer to go “exotic” and seek out plants that evoke far away places.  Whichever way you go, your plant selection can become a theme around which to build your natural habitat.  


Architectural style can be another important inspiration for pond design.  For example, you may want to consider the popular Japanese water garden look.  With its peaceful ambiance and well thought-out interaction of different elements of nature – water, earth, rocks, and plants – you can create a relaxed atmosphere.  Other architectural possibilities include the Spanish/ Mediterranean style with potted herbs, painted tiles, formal fountains, and colorful lush aquatic plant growth.  There are also the formal styles of Italy, France and India. 


Lastly, there is the always-popular English look with its cottage gardens, rambling streams and somewhat overgrown style. 


Public botanical gardens typically have many different looks and styles for your consideration and enjoyment.  As you visit different sites, think of ways to incorporate new and creative ideas into your own water garden and backyard landscape.

Water Gardens in Tight Places


Beaulieu cautions that you shouldn’t allow a lack of space to limit you.  “Some of the most incredible water gardens are in tiny spaces where most people would never even think one would fit,” says Beaulieu.  “If all you have is a small yard to work with, pay special attention to the details.   Each aspect of a tiny pond is an opportunity to create beauty.”

Then there are new technologies to explore, such as the pondless waterfall, which Beaulieu invented and Aquascape Designs introduced.

“Not every situation where a water feature is desired is appropriate for a pond.  For these applications we came up with the idea of a waterfall which doesn’t have a pond.  The water is retained in a deep hole filled with rock and gravel and circulated back to the waterfall with a special snorkel device.  You get the pleasure of a beautiful running waterfall in a fraction of the space a pond would need.”

In the end, whether your dreams of pond paradise are great or small, there are few limits to the possibilities.   The only law you need obey (aside from all applicable state and local ordinances) is the law of gravity.  

Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com  
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