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Looking forward to spring - February

A few warm days here and there, and our thoughts turn to spring.  We can’t wait until new blooms appear and the new leaves begin to emerge.  Now is a perfect time to get a jump start on spring.

-Check your woody plants to see what needs pruning.  Trim out dead wood.  Trim fruit trees before they begin to bloom.  Wait to trim your early spring bloomers until after they have bloomed.  
-Plan your vegetable garden now.  Order your seeds as soon as possible.  It helps to draw a schematic plan for your garden.  You can also maximize your use of space with some planning.  Decide what vegetable you will be growing this year. Peruse your catalogs for seeds or plants and order them.

-Look at your landscape.  If you want to develop a new bed, now is a good time to start preparing.  Start by laying several newspaper sheets onto the area that you would like your new bed.  Six to seven sheets should do.  Then place several inches of compost on top.  This helps to kill any vegetation and your bed will be ready for planting in about four months.

-What new landscaping or hardscaping projects to you want to add this year?  Now is a good time for planning, shopping, asking questions so that you are ready to go when warmer weather approaches.

-Check your gardening tools to see what needs repairing, sharpening and quite possibly replacing.  Now is also a good time to have your lawn mower tuned also.

-If you have a garden shed, a good cleaning and straightening is best done now.  Clean your pots that you will be using this spring.  A good sterilizing is needed before you plant seedling or plants.  Use one part bleach to ten parts water.

-Trellis’ and other garden supports should be checked for any repair.  Order any new arbor or trellis now so that it will be ready for you.

-Raspberries and blackberries should be trimmed of old wood that bore fruit last year.

-Give any of your houseplant a light fertilizer now.  Also check to see if any of your houseplants need trimming.  Also check for any pest that may have developed on them.

Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com  

The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org. 540-382-0943 FAX: 540-382-2716   
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