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Rhododendron of the Year

The Rhododendron of the Year program seeks to educate the public on the wide range of rhododendrons that can be grown with success. “These varieties have performed well in specific geographic regions” says Lin Diacont, president of the Virginia Green Industry Council. Awards for Rhododendron of the year are given for four categories. These categories are Elepidotes or large leaf rhododendrons, lepidotes, smaller leaf rhododendrons, evergreen azaleas and deciduous azaleas. 

Performance of these plant evaluations may be affected by soil conditions, moisture, heat and cold, disease and insect populations.  Breeders are working to develop hardier and showier plants.

Rhododendrons of the Year for the North Eastern area are: ‘Ken Janeck’, ‘Manituou’, ‘Gibraltar’, and ‘Red Red’.

For the Mid Atlantic Region, ‘Bellringer’, PJM Elite’, ‘Homebush’ and ‘Elsie Lee’

Rhododendron can be a wonderful enjoyment in the spring.  Their beautiful blooms are a source of added color and excitement to your landscape.  Before planting these in your landscape you will need to consider several things. Your first consideration should be the location of your plants.   For the most part the plants prefer partial shade.  The ultimate size that your plant will obtain will be important.   Rhododendrons like to be planted in raised beds for good drainage.  They also like acidic soil that is high in organic matter.

The variety of rhododendron will be important.  You will want to select plants that are recommended for your area.  Your local reputable garden center or from a good mail order source will be able to help you choose.  It is important to select varieties that are hardy in your area also.  

When planting the top root ball should be at the same level as the soil level.  If your rhododendron was purchased in a container, be sure to check for any encircling roots and remove the. After planting, water in your plant.  Through the summer new rhododendrons should be watered well on a regular basis during the summer to avoid any drought stress and to allow the plant to develop a root system that will extend into the established soil.

A shallow mulch is recommended to keep the roots cool and moist.  Dark course aged mulch is best. Fertilizers for acid loving plants should be applied in late winter or early spring.  Follow directions on your fertilizer container. After the rhododendron has bloomed, the plants may be ‘deadheaded’ by removing spent flowers.  This is also a good time to look at the plant and decide if pruning needs to be done.

Also more information and pictures of these rhododendron as well as others click on this link http://www.rhododendron.org/
Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com  

The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org. 540-382-0943 FAX: 540-382-2716   
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