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Greening the Capitol on Arbor Day 

The Green Industry continues their traditional Arbor Day Tree Planting for the Commonwealth.
On Friday, April 27, 2007 the Virginia Nursery & Landscape Association (VNLA), representing the Virginia Green Industry Council (VGIC), donated and planted a Pin Oak tree (Quercus palustris) on the Capitol Square grounds near the 9th Street Entrance. Bennett’s Creek Nursery of Suffolk, Virginia provided the tree.
Jeff Miller, VNLA & VGIC Executive Director, welcomed everyone to the ceremony. He noted that the VGIC represents multiple professional associations in the green industry representing nurseries, garden centers, landscape designers and contractors, flower growers, florist, arborist, grounds maintenance, sod producers, golf courses, and master gardeners. Arbor Day was started in 1872 by J. Sterling Morgan to promote the value of trees on the then treeless plains of Nebraska.
Butch Gaddy, VNLA President, stated: “The Virginia Nursery and Landscape Association was proud to be a part of the Arbor Day celebration at the state capital.”  He also noted that “trees play an important part in our everyday lives and can solve many of our environmental problems. With the world becoming more aware of global warming issues we should realize that an acre of trees can absorb 6 tons of carbon dioxide and give off 4 tons of oxygen a year. Trees also help reduce water runoff and erosion, thus helping to improve the water quality in our Chesapeake Bay. Trees can reduce the energy consumption in a home from 30% to 50% and can add as much as 30% to the value to that home. So once again the VNLA is happy to be here at the Capitol for Arbor Day.”

Mark Maslow, VNLA Public Relations Director, read the proclamation by the governor designating this day as Virginia Arbor Day and officially presented the tree to Tony Griffin, Capitol Square Building Manager, representing the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Also in attendance were:

Don Blankenship Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture; 
Andy Alvarez, Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Lorene Blackwood, of the Virginia State Fair
Rich Johnson, VNLA Past President, with Bennett’s Creek Nursery, Suffolk; 
Candy Lindenzweig, VNLA Vice President, with The Great Big Greenhouse and Nursery, Richmond;
Tony Griffin, Capitol Square Building Manager
A high resolution photo of the event is available at http://www.virginiagreen.org/images/arborday_2868.jpg 
(Photo ID: l-r: Don Blankenship, Andy Alvarez, Mark Maslow, Candy Lindenzweig, Butch Gaddy, Tony Griffin, Rich Johnson, Lorene Blackwood)

The Benefits of Trees

In the spring we are all excited to get outside and garden.  We want to beautify our surroundings.  We look at planting special trees that we would like to have.  “Trees do help to beautify our landscape, but trees are important in many other ways,” says Lin Diacont, president of the Virginia Green Industry Council.  The following are some statistics on just how important trees are in a community setting.
· "The net cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is equivalent to ten room-size air conditioners operating 20 hours a day."—U.S. Department of Agriculture
· "Landscaping can reduce air conditioning costs by up to 50 percent, by shading the windows and walls of a home." — American Public Power Association
· "If you plant a tree today on the west side of your home, in 5 years your energy bills should be 3% less. In 15 years the savings will be nearly 12%." —Dr. E. Greg McPherson, Center for Urban Forest Research
· "A mature tree can often have an appraised value of between $1,000 and $10,000." —Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers
· "In one study, 83% of realtors believe that mature trees have a "strong or moderate impact" on the salability of homes listed for under $150,000; on homes over $250,000, this perception increases to 98%." —Arbor National Mortgage & American Forests
· "Landscaping, especially with trees, can increase property values as much as 20 percent."—Management Information Services/ICMA
· "One acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide and puts out four tons of oxygen. This is enough to meet the annual needs of 18 people."—U.S. Department of Agriculture
· "There are about 60-to 200- million spaces along our city streets where trees could be planted. This translates to the potential to absorb 33 million more tons of CO2 every year, and saving $4 billion in energy costs."—National Wildlife Federation
· "Trees properly placed around buildings can reduce air conditioning needs by 30 percent and can save 20 - 50 percent in energy used for heating."—USDA Forest Service
· "Trees can be a stimulus to economic development, attracting new business and tourism. Commercial retail areas are more attractive to shoppers, apartments rent more quickly, tenants stay longer, and space in a wooded setting is more valuable to sell or rent."—The National Arbor Day Foundation
· "Healthy, mature trees add an average of 10 percent to a property's value."—USDA Forest Service
· "The planting of trees means improved water quality, resulting in less runoff and erosion. This allows more recharging of the ground water supply. Wooded areas help prevent the transport of sediment and chemicals into streams."—USDA Forest Service
· "In laboratory research, visual exposure to settings with trees has produced significant recovery from stress within five minutes, as indicated by changes in blood pressure and muscle tension."—Dr. Roger S. Ulrich Texas A&M University
· "Nationally, the 60 million street trees have an average value of $525 per tree."—Management Information Services
Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com  

The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org. 540-382-0943 FAX: 540-382-2716   
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