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Poinsettia: A Holiday Hallmark

Did you know that the poinsettia has a special day all its own? By an Act of Congress, December 12 was set aside as National Poinsettia Day” says Lin Diacont, President of the Virginia Green Industry. “The date marks the death of Joel Roberts Poinsett, who is credited with introducing the native Mexican plant to the United States. The purpose of the day is to enjoy the beauty of this popular holiday plant.
What's left to discover about poinsettias—ubiquitous as leftovers turkey and long lines at the post office? Well, for starters, poinsettias are not poisonous, are available in colors besides red, and the finest are found in garden centers. For his expertise on the subject, the American Nursery & Landscape Association (ANLA) consulted Bill Palmer, greenhouse production manager at Homestead Gardens in Davidsonville, Maryland. Palmer works behind the scenes to create Homestead's stunning poinsettia displays.

Make this year's poinsettia blossom next Christmas

A poinsettia will not die because the holidays are over. It can actually grow several feet during the year and retain its bright foliage for months. To bring a poinsettia plant to bloom for another holiday requires pruning, fertilizing and proper lighting.

Preserve the poinsettia's beauty for the next season by following these suggestions throughout the year.

· During winter, continue to follow holiday upkeep tips for water, light, temperature and fertilizer.

· As spring approaches, remove faded and dried foliage. Replenish soil with a commercially prepared sterile mix.

· Lightly fertilize every three to four weeks.

· In June, cut back all stems and branches by two and one-half inches to promote side branching. Repot plant in larger container using a sterile growing mix. Place outside for summer; first in indirect, then direct light.

· In July, cut back once more and increase water and fertilizer.

· On Labor Day, move plant inside but still provide six or more hours of direct light. Reduce water and fertilizer as new growth begins.

· From October 1 through mid-December, confine plant to darkness for 14 hours a day by putting it in a closet, basement or under a box.

· Keep temperature between 62 and 65 degrees. Give it 10 hours of direct, natural light and rotate weekly to give each side light. Remember to water and fertilize regularly.

Enjoy another holiday season with a beautifully bloomed poinsettia!
Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com  
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