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WORDS TO PRUNE BY: Your Pruning Check List

“Specialists say the best time to prune is when you have a sharp, clean pair of pruning shears in your hand. That's just the beginning” says Lin Diacont, president of the Virginia Green Industry Council. . Experts at the Garden Council offer you a brief listing of the best time to prune some of the common types of plants.

Deciduous Plants (Fruit, Flowering and Shade Trees): During the winter dormant season or before the buds begin to swell in early spring.

Roses: Approximately mid-March. Pruning can be done a little earlier in metropolitan areas and a couple weeks later in the lower mountain communities.

Spring-flowering Plants (Forsythia, Spirea, etc.): Right after their normal flowering season. Summer-flowering Plants: During the winter dormant season.

Evergreens: Just as their new growth starts in springtime. Generally, March, April and May are considered the best months for pruning these plants.

Rhododendrons: Immediately after they have finished flowering. They can also be pruned during the winter. Camellias and azaleas also pruned after spring flowering time.

Pines: Severe pruning is best done during the winter dormant season. To encourage bushiness, partial pinching of the new candle growth can be done in springtime, when the growth is about six inches long.
 If you are in doubt as to when to prune a specific tree or shrub, you will find pruning books list specific types of plants and outline when and how to prune them. These books are available at most nurseries, garden centers and book stores
Go to our consumer website for additional gardening information at www.VirginiaGardening.com
The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org. 540-382-0943 FAX: 540-382-2716   

      E-mail:info@virginiagreen.org

Virginia Green Industry Council
383 Coal Hollow Rd
Christiansburg, VA  24073-6721

