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Green Industry Recommends Certified Professionals
Do you struggle to identify qualified Green Industry services? Struggle no more! Chose certified professionals. 
To the gardening public, a certified professional designation means the person is qualified to offer sound advice to help you create the beautiful and healthy gardens you desire. While it is also indicates that the person has taken extra steps to acquire recognition and develop pride in their work, these factors are especially important to employers who must be concerned with the proficiency and motivation of their staff.

From an individual perspective, professionals gain the benefits of being identified as trained horticulture professionals with exceptional knowledge of the industry which enables pride and confidence in their self and work. And, employers gain qualified, knowledgeable employees with additional education which over all increases business credibility and recognition of their site. More importantly, there are distinct benefits to you – the consumer
· Identification of credible and  knowledgeable businesses

· Assurance that services received are professional and individuals are capable of  solving a variety of horticultural questions and problems

· Recognition of  companies that meet or exceed industry standards

· Assurance of plant identification knowledge and their specific needs

· Know that the certified individual has passed a rigorous testing program

· The certified individual has more pride and enthusiasm to offer horticultural advise

As many well-known Industry professionals recognize, “Certification is a great comprehensive program which helps educate those working in the green industry" says Jason McAuliffe of Cross Creek Nursery. “We”, adds William Poad of Bartlett Tree Experts, “use this program to stay ahead of the competition. It is an area where we felt we needed some growth. We are now using it as one milestone that our production force members can achieve to increase their rate of pay.”
On the other hand, as Peggy Singlemann, Director of Horticulture. Maymont Foundation says, “Within any industry there are many levels of commitment a business makes to their customers. The commitment is not just one of prompt reliability but also includes a level of knowledge. In the Green Industry, I believe certification is a defining line between a professional and a non-professional. Promoting the fact that a designer, nurseryman, garden center manager or employee is a Virginia Certified Horticulturist is clearly defining for its customers the level of knowledge that business is offering." 
"The Virginia Certification program,” emphasizes TV Channel 12 personality and plant advocate Doug Hensel of the Great Big Greenhouse, “is very important to the Green Industry of Virginia. As a retailer, having associates who are Virginia Certified Horticulturist is vital to our overall success as an independent garden center. Wearing the VCH badge is like a "badge of honor" by symbolizing professionalism and knowledge of the plant industry. Our customers put their trust with the individual behind the badge. I definitely know the VCH program is important when customers come into the store requesting to speak to one of our horticulturists."
The Virginia Certified Horticulturist program is one of a number of certification programs intended to ensure that you – the consumer – acquire knowledgeable services. Sponsored by the Virginia Nursery & Landscape Association (VNLA), this program currently certifies over 575 Horticulturists. VNLA’s goal is to provide sound scientific horticultural advice to customers, nursery sales and landscape installation and maintenance personnel must be knowledgeable about a wide variety of horticultural subjects including plant identification and use, soils, pesticides, nutrient and water requirements, landscape design and more. For knowledgeable employees are a valuable asset to any nursery, landscape installation, or maintenance firm and recognizing their horticultural abilities and skills is what the Virginia Certified Horticulturist program is all about. For details, see http://www.vnla.org/certification.htm.
The Virginia Certified Landscape Designer program sponsored by the Virginia Society of Landscape Designers which ensures you, the consumer, are dealing with a designer who has demonstrated a high level of skill in areas including, but not limited to, design appropriateness for the site and neighborhood, correct use of scale, form, texture & color, maintenance considerations, plant suitability, graphical communication and plant & installation specifications. Details are available at web site www.vsld.org.  

A Certified Irrigation Specialist program is sponsored by the Irrigation Association (IA). Certification in this area is designed especially for irrigation professionals. For, experience and education are the cornerstones to effective water management. The program continues to be expanded and updated, especially in light of increased demand on water resources and the growing focus on water conservation in communities everywhere. http://www.irrigation.org/default.aspx 

The Certified Arborist program, sponsored by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), ensures arborists possess the knowledge and competence required to provide proper tree care. There are presently more than 11,100 ISA Certified Arborist around the world. This number is expanding at a current rate of 1,500 new certified arborists each year. Details are available at web site http://www.goodtreecare.com/search/index.cfm.
Lawn and Landscape Leadership Training is a two-day training program offered at the Turfgrass and Landscape Conference which is held annually. The Virginia Turfgrass Council, www.vaturf.org, offers the program as well as PLANET, the Professional Landcare Network, a national organization that provides different certification categories in landscaping and turfgrass, www.landcarenetwork.org.  
As you struggle to meet the present-day challenge of ‘going green’, why not simplify your choices? Select certified professionals to assist you. To learn more about Certification programs, visit the individual websites for these associations.

About the Author: Jeff Miller, founder of Horticulture Management Associates LLC, serves as the Executive Director for the Virginia Green Industry Council, www.virginiagardening.com. Contributing a diverse background of nursery, greenhouse and landscape experience, Miller challenges all to 'GoGreen'. Contact him at 540-382-0943 or email info@VirginiaGreen.org. Together, let's "GoGreen'!

Background information for this article was provided by Jeff Miller, Virginia Certified Horticulturist and Executive Director of the Virginia Green Industry Council and by the different associations listed in this article.
The Virginia Green Industry Council is the voice of the horticulture industry in the Commonwealth and is dedicated to enhancing the beauty of the state’s environment, the well-being of our citizens, improving our state’s economy, and improving the health and wellness for everyone in Virginia. The Council is made up of providers and consumers of horticultural products and services. The Council works to provide public and industry education, environmental guidelines and other information that will keep Virginia green and growing. For more information, visit www.virginiagreen.org; 540-382-0943; FAX: 540-382-2716; Email:info@virginiagreen.org
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Caption: “Certified Green Industry individuals are professionals who are dedicated to providing consumers with healthy plants and expert gardening and plant care advice”
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