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Virginia's Children Challenged to GoGreen!


Richmond, VA July 1, 2009 ... Are your children plugged into the world of green that surrounds them? 

Richard Louv in his book, Last Child in the Woods, reminds us of the dwindling opportunity of outdoor experiences, of the fragility of Virginia's green heritage. 

Attributing the situation to public apathy, a population that is more tuned into the 'world web' than the world of green that surrounds them, Louv founded the Children & Nature Network, www.cnaturenet.org , a consolidated effort by policy makers, business leaders, researchers, physicians, parents, educators, agencies and other organizations that focus on the eco-influence of the well-being and health of children. Still, while Louv's effort should be commended, are you aware others are responding too? 

The Virginia Green Industry Council (VGIC) has issued a challenge to all Virginians to Keep Virginia Green and Growing, 'become champions for the environment'. During their fourth Virginia GoGreen, garden festival (and more ...) held (rain or shine) September 12, Virginia's children are challenged to GoGreen, plug into the green that surrounds them. 

Talented individuals from all facets of the Green Industry are on site to make this 'free admission' event an educational and fun-filled family experience. Parents are invited to hear well-known speakers share home, garden and landscape strategies, visit vendor display booths and receive earth-friendly tips, stop by and "ask the experts", tour 'living green' and 'green living' exhibits, watch tree care and lawn demonstrations, hear Andre Viette broadcast live his radio show "IN THE GARDEN", sample some of "Virginia's Finest" foods, listen to the musical nature sounds of Timothy Seaman or country/folk music of the Virginia Rockitz Network, shop in the 'green market place' for special plant deals, as well as visit the Kids' GoGreen corner. 

Children and their parents are invited to participate in face painting, nature crafts, story-time by Tell Tale Hearts Storytellers - Les Schaffer, Denise Bennett, Anthony Burcher and Althea Genadopoulis, balloon characters, Jr. Master Gardeners & 4-H activities, and more - take advantage of the Science Museum of Virginia's one day offer, 'buy one, get one ½ price' tickets. 
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Denise Stories"
Stories and Songs with Denise Bennett, www.storiesbydenise.com 

At 11 a.m., Festival
attendees are invited to participate in a special event - Trees Are Cool. 

Timothy Seaman of Pine Wind Music, Inc. presents compelling compositions and folk interpretations on his magnificent hammered dulcimer, focusing on the environmental sounds of Virginia's tree species from his popular Virginia State Parks CD Sycamore Rapids, www.timothyseaman.com .

Alexander Niemiera, Curator of Woody Plants at the Hahn Horticulture Garden located at Virginia Tech, talks about why 'trees are cool' and Smokey the Bear inspires all to think green. Smokey, www.smokeybear.com , well-known for his activities to prevent forest fires, is the symbol for why Virginians need to respect and enjoy outdoor recreation, avoid becoming the last generation of children in the woods. 
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Smokey Bear"
Smokey and forester Kathleen Ogilvy greet Festival Attendees. 


Make September 12th the day you and your family GoGreen, re-plug into the green that surrounds you. Ensure Virginia's green heritage! 

Virginia GoGreen Garden Festival (and more ...) held (rain or shine) September 12, 2009 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Garner Pavilion (located behind the Science Museum), 2500 West Broad Street, in Richmond Virginia. For directions, see web site www.smv.org and event details see www.virginiagardening.com . Festival admission and parking is free. 
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