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CARING FOR A LIVING CHRISTMAS TREE 

1. Ask tree vendors what kinds of trees they have available. Buy the right kind of tree for your area. (Fraser Fir, one of the most popular tree varieties, doesn’t do well during hot dry summers like those Tidewater region of Virginia.)

2. Keep the tree in the house for only 7 – 10 days. If the tree remains in a warm indoors environment, it will think it is spring and will break dormancy. The roots will start to grow, putting it under great stress when planted outdoors.

3. Keep the tree away from heat sources such as fireplaces and heating ducts to prevent it from drying out. This is good advice for cut trees too.

4. Keep the root ball moist while indoors; check several times a day and add water if it feels dry.

5. Dig the planting hole before the ground freezes.

6. Don’t plant the tree too close to your house. Some trees such as white pine and scotch pine can grow 2-3 feet per year.

7. Don’t plant in low-lying, marshy areas because the excess water in the soil can drown the tree for lack of oxygen.

8. When planting, dig a hole two times as wide and one inch deeper than the root ball.

9. Water once to settle the soil used to backfill the hole. 

10. Add a 3-inch layer of mulch of pine needles, bark, or wood chips. Keep the mulch away from the trunk. 
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TOP TEN TANNENBAUM TIPS

(For Cut Trees)

1. Know your trees. Some support heavy ornaments better than others.

2. Pick up the tree. It should be fairly heavy. Most of a fresh tree’s weight is water.

3. Thump tree trunk on the ground. The green needles should stay on the tree.

4. Tug the green needles. They should not come off in your hand.

5. Buy a tree from a vendor that is sheltering the tree from wind and sun and placing the trees on grass rather than asphalt. Unsheltered trees dry out.

6. Ask the vendor when the tree was cut. The more recent the cutting, the fresher the tree.

7. Ask where the tree was cut. Less travel time means a fresher tree.

8. Cut ¼” to ½” off the bottom of the trunk to remove any wood that has become sealed.

9. Put tree in water within one hour of making the cut. Check daily to see that the tree has enough water. 

10. Shop for the best deal. Many rural tree farms are less expensive than those in the cities because they have less overhead (rent, taxes, fees, shipping).
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CARE OF HOLIDAY GREENS

Fresh-cut greens are a traditional ingredient during the holiday season for their inherent beauty, fragrance, texture and color variation. Fresh trees, wreaths, swags and roping are used both in the home and outside during a six week period. Cut boughs are frequently laid around the home to accent food tables, mantels, and a special interior decorations. However, many greens are neglected and overlooked. Actually their general care and handling requirements are the same as for other fresh cut flowers and foliage. When treated properly their beauty can be prolonged.

According to the Virginia Green Industry, water and temperature are the key factors affecting the quality of holiday greens. Holiday greens differ in their natural ability to retain leaves or needles. Fir, pine, cedar and juniper hold their needles well. Spruce and hemlock drop needles easily, especially if they do not have a water source. Holly and boxwood hold needles but lose water easily, causing a dulling of their glossy leaf surface.

All holiday greens except for mistletoe will benefit from traditional conditioning techniques:

1. Recut stems before using in arrangements;

2. Use floral preservatives;

3. Use an anti-transparent on the leaf or needle surface;

4. Add additional water, preferably with preservatives to the cut stem ends when possible;

5. Keep greens away from heat source and the sun;

6. Increase humidity by misting the greens;

7. Store the arrangement in a cool place at night;

8. Replace greens that have dried out or are dropping needles.

Working with fresh greens can be exciting and fun. The challenge is to keep the greens fresh looking and fragrant. Giving special attention to the care and handling of this product throughout the season will help prolong your enjoyment of this traditional symbol of holiday decorating.
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DECORATING WITH HOLIDAY GREENS

The traditional use of holiday greens such as fir, pine, holly, ivy and boxwood never goes out of style. Certain greens create classic, traditional decors. Holly and ivy create the traditional English look; boxwood and magnolia leaves are synonymous with Colonial Williamsburg decorating; and white pine and fir are natural selections for a New England setting. Della Robia wreaths and swags which mix fruit amidst various greens have been used for years in many homes to add an elegance to dinner tables, doorways, and fireplaces.

The rich classic holiday theme is further enhanced using greens in topiary trees and other geometric shapes. Boxwood and yew are usually used. Small clusters are trimmed and inserted in floral foam such as oasis to form globular and conical forms. Small white lights are often entwined throughout the foliage. Those wishing a more “country” theme, will add clusters of dried flowers, small ribbons, and artificial fruits and birds to these arrangements. Another country approach is to arrange the greens in a grapevine wreath or swag. Or fill a large pretty basket with a variety of greens and holly berries for a casual but warm arrangement. A plaid ribbon bow finishes the look.

Another popular decorating theme is to use greens with natural materials and subtle accessories. Dried fungi, bark, nuts, berries and pine cones can be mixed with such accessories as deer and birds.. Paper ribbon and raffia complete the feeling of an ecological arrangement. 

A more contemporary theme is achieved with a variety of foliage which accents the design. When an assortment of juniper, pine, and cedar are used together in arrangements, the textural variations and colors blend and create an interesting and special arrangement. Yellow and gold tipped foliage, like a few branches of certain junipers, can be mixed with glass, copper or brass ornaments. Variegated foliage such as holly and some ivy can create a strong interest when combined with spirals of silver or gold wire. Metal mesh ribbons complete these artistic modern style arrangements.

Simplicity is important in creating an elegant arrangement. Many times one or more red or white candles rising from a base of greens, especially pine boughs or fir will be sufficient to decorate a dining or end table. A cluster of red apples, a pair of red cardinals, or just a full red velvet bow is often all is needed in an entry hall. An arrangement of all holiday foliage will be enhanced with glittered branches or clusters of baby’s breath. Their sparkling or iridescent surfaces add life and color, especially when combined with candles.

Using fresh-cut greens during the holiday season is a tradition that is not likely to go out of style.
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Repotting Your Houseplant

Now that all of the holiday decorations have been taken down and stored away for another year, it is time to turn your attention to your houseplants. These traditional favorites can help span the gloomy days of winter until the spring bulbs start blooming again.

The Virginia Green Industry recommends repotting when the plant’s roots fill its container and begin growing out of the bottom. The size of the next pot is important. A good rule is one size larger than the current pot. For example, if you are using a five-inch pot, pick up one that is six inches. A too large pot can cause problems because the extra space will accommodate excess soil and hold more water than the roots can absorb. The result is root rot and decay.

Pots are made of ceramic, plastic and clay. There are benefits and drawbacks to each kind. Though breakable, clay pots provide excellent aeration for roots. The containers’ porous walls take in and release moisture. Plants in clay pots need to be watered more often than those growing in plastic pots. Put clay pots on a plastic tray or plant saucer to protect the surfaces they are sitting on. Plastic pots are colorful, cheaper and lighter than clay or ceramic pots. Plants in plastic pots do not need to be watered as often. 

Repotting Steps

· Choose a potting medium with good drainage as well as some water retention properties. 

· Put gravel or other drainage material into the bottom of the pot over the drain hole. Cover with a layer of potting soil.

· Remove the plant, by covering the soil with one hand with the plant between the fore and middle fingers. Holding the plant upside down, tap the edge of the container against a hard surface. This should loosen and knock it out of the pot.

· If the plant is root bound, unwind circular and entwined roots as much as possible. If the roots are too entwined, vertically cut them in several places, equally around the root ball. 

· Scoop the new soil to the sides of the pot to make a place for the root ball in the middle and put the plant in.

· Fill in around the plant with soil but do not add soil above the original soil line.

· To firm or settle the soil, gently tap the pot against the side of a table or use your fingers to lightly press the soil. Never pack the soil too tightly.

· Water well until excess water drains out of the pot.

When you go container shopping, make your first stop the local nursery retail/garden center. Besides having the most comprehensive selection, the center will have experts on hand to answer questions about color, height, and design as well as repotting methods.
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